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peacock, others are possessed of a hue which resembles the
colour of the bubles that burst out on the surface of tnat dark
blue sea, while the rest are coloured like the hue that comes
upon the breast of a male cuckoo in spring.

An Indra-Nila gem possessed of an uniform shade of
colour throughout its body, and clear and effulgent in its
lustre, should be deemed as a gem of a very high value. An
Indra-Nila possessed of a colour like that of an impregnated
rain-cloud or any w'ay scratched or splintered, or found
encrusted with bits of stone, earth, or other ores or impurities,
or looking sandy in its grain, should be regarded as possessed
of dreadful features. Learned men, wise in the wisdom of
the Shastras, are loud in the praise of those excellent gents
which are largely found in the foreshores of the sea of
Sinhala.

Men acquire the same merit in and derive the same
benefit from, using an Indra-Nilsr-whidi they derive from
wearing a gem of the Padmaraga species, and m the case
of doubt, an Indra-Nila should be subjected to the same
tests as are laid down in the case of a Padmaraga*
The features which characterise the three alien species of the
Padmaraga, apply mutatis mutandis to the case of an Indra-
Nila, which should be carefully noticed at the time of
purchase An Indra-Nila would stand a greater amount
of heat or fire than a Padmaraga of equal size and weight.
But under no circumstance, a gem should be subjected to
an ordeal of fire, inasmuch as a gem burnt for the purpose
of being purged off of all impurities, or for a greater
brilliancy, brings ill luck to the person who burns it, as well
^s to him on whose behalf such burning is performed.

Glass, marble, Vaiduryaya (lapis-lazufi) and crystals, though
made to be possessed of a colour like the Indra-Nila, should
be regarded as alien to the latter in species. The weight
and hardness of these gems which are found to grow in an
increasing ratio from the glass upward, should be always